Dr. Aliaa Badr
First Semester


Poetry (5 - 1)

George Herbert:
· We are going to deal with another metaphysical poet today. Metaphysical means beyond the physical; beyond the real world and beyond the real life. It deals with process in fact. For example, it deals with life after death which is being a concept that until now they have conflict about it. The conflict is whether there is life after death or not. Metaphysical deals with things beyond the senses. 
· Another important metaphysical poet is George Herbert. 
· George Herbert is younger than John Donne. Herbert learned from John Donne. 
· George Herbert lived a short life. He was born in 1593 and died in 1633. Almost he was 40 years old when he died. He started to write poetry on the age of 20 or 22 years old. This means that he did live much as a poet. 
· His mother was notable for her religious as he was. In fact, after he was graduated from Cambridge, he worked as a priest and a preacher like John Donne. George Herbert started his life as a priest while John Donne became a priest later in his life. 
· Why Herbert is mentioning his mother? His father died and he was raised by his mother. His mother was so religious and she was a patron. At that time, she takes care or she sponsors many writers or many poets and literary men that Donne was one of them. So, it was a chance for Herbert to meet literary people and literary men at home when he was very young. 
· So, Herbert had a chance to meet Donne and other poets in a very early age. 
· Herbert’s fame as a poet raised on one volume; as he has one volume called “The Temple”. This volume was first published after his death. One of his friends called Nicholas Ferrar has collected Herbert’s poems and published them. 
· Herbert’s love poetry or love poems did not live. We do not know about his love poems but what we know is that other poems were published in “The Temple” and they are all religious. 
· Today we are going to deal with one of Herbert’s poems. 
Love III

by George Herbert
Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew backLove bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back compare Song of Solomon 5:6. "I opened to my beloved, but my beloved had with drawen himself" (Authorized Version, 1611). "Bade" is past tense of "bid," and in Herbert's time was pronounced like "bad." 

Guilty of dust and sin.

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slackslack hesitant. Compare Herbert's use of the word in his poem The Church-Porch: "Who keeps no guard upon himself, is slack, / And rots to nothing at the next great thaw." (Perirrhanterium 24, lines 139-140) 

From my first entrance in,

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,

If I lacked any thing.If I lacked any thing. echoes a version of Psalm 23, which begins: "The Lorde is my shepehearde: therfore can I lack nothing" (Psalms in the Version of the Great Bible, 1539)
A guest, I answered, worthy to be here:

Love said, You shall be he.

I the unkindunkind undutiful., ungrateful? Ah my dearAh my dear Hopkins adopts this phrase in "The Windhover". As Norman H. MacKenzie notes, "Hopkins as an undergraduate was strongly attracted to George Herbert, an anglican divine and poet, and traces of that influence can be found throughout his writings".,

I cannot look on thee.

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,

Who made the eyes but I?

Truth Lord, but I have marredmarredto mar: "to do fatal or destructive bodily harm" (OED, 4a) them: let my shame

Go where it doth deserve.

And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame?

My dear, then I will serveI will serve compare Luke 12:37. "Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when he commeth, shall find watching: Verily, I say unto you, That he shall gird himself, and make them to sit downe to meat, and will come foorth and serve them." (Authorized Version, 1611) Compare also to the second stanza of Herbert's poem "Faith": "Hungry I was, and had no meat: / I did conceit a most delicious feast; / I had it straight, and did as truly eat, / As ever did a welcome guest.".

You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: compare Luke 12:37. "Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when he commeth, shall find watching: Verily, I say unto you, That he shall gird himself, and make them to sit downe to meat, and will come foorth and serve them." (Authorized Version, 1611) Compare also to the second stanza of Herbert's poem "Faith": "Hungry I was, and had no meat: / I did conceit a most delicious feast; / I had it straight, and did as truly eat, / As ever did a welcome guest."
So I did sit and eat.So I did sit and eat. compare Luke 12:37. "Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when he commeth, shall find watching: Verily, I say unto you, That he shall gird himself, and make them to sit downe to meat, and will come foorth and serve them." (Authorized Version, 1611) Compare also to the second stanza of Herbert's poem "Faith": "Hungry I was, and had no meat: / I did conceit a most delicious feast; / I had it straight, and did as truly eat, / As ever did a welcome guest."
· As we see, the poem is a conversation between love and the speaker. 
· Love is inviting the speaker and the speaker is ashamed because he does not feel himself worthy and honorable enough to have this honor. And love tries to be so nice to him to attract him and love invites the speaker to come and eat his meat. Then the speaker sits at the end and eats. 
· Love here symbolizes or represents a personification of somebody else. 

· The poem consists of three stanzas, and also we have long and short lines. The form of the poem can reflect the content; can reflect the conflict and the shape reflect the arguing in the poem. 
Poem analysis
First stanza:

· “Love bade me welcome.” Who started with the action? Love started with the action. 
· “Yet my soul drew backLove bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back compare Song of Solomon 5:6. "I opened to my beloved, but my beloved had with drawen himself" (Authorized Version, 1611). "Bade" is past tense of "bid," and in Herbert's time was pronounced like "bad." Guilty of dust and sin” Love here is Jesus Christ. Some says that love is God. But as you know, for them, they are mixing both God and Jesus Christ. 
· So, it is as if love is at the entrance lets people go in and the speaker is ashamed being guilty of dust and sin. Why dust? He refers to the fact that body is mortal; “my soul drew back” because I am mortal and I am after all a human being but the other is his God. So, I am mortal while my God is immortal; I am sinful as a human being and I am feeling guilty. 
· So, the speaker is saying that “Love bade me welcome” and my action was that “my soul drew back”. Is this mean that he does not want? Of course not, he wants but he is feeling shame of being mortal and sinful. 
· “But quick-eyed Love,” this is another description of love. Love is quick eyed means that love understands very quickly (لماح – سريع البديهة). 
· “observing me grow slack” observe means love could understand; he could figure out. 

· “From my first entrance in” means before I get in; before even talking. So, before talking still love understood that I am hesitant, so I need someone to comfort me and to be nice to me in order to encourage me. 
· “Drew nearer to me” Love came nearer to me to encourage me. See how Jesus love came near to me and “sweetly questioning” if I need anything “If I lacked any thing”. Give confidence to get entrance. 
Second stanza:

· “A guest, I answered” answered which question? Answered the question of love “If I lacked any thing”.
· “worthy to be here:” he wants to be worthy to be here.
· “Love said, You shall be he” love said to him, you shall be that worthy. So, the speaker is not asking but he is wondering. He knows that he is worthy but still not sure. 
· “I the unkindunkind undutiful., ungrateful?” this is an enquiry. Here the speaker is referring to his sins, to his mistakes. 
· “Ah my dearAh my dear Hopkins adopts this phrase in "The Windhover". As Norman H. MacKenzie notes, "Hopkins as an undergraduate was strongly attracted to George Herbert, an anglican divine and poet, and traces of that influence can be found throughout his writings"., I cannot look on thee” He is ashamed. Notice that he said “on thee” which means ‘on you’ and he did not said ‘at you’. 
· “Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, Who made the eyes but I?” God who made the eyes. I cannot look “on thee” but these eyes are created by God. 
Third stanza:

· “Truth Lord, but I have marredmarredto mar: "to do fatal or destructive bodily harm" (OED, 4a) them:” God created the eyes but I cannot look on you with them because I did many things with them. 
· “let my shame Go where it doth deserve” let my bad deeds go to where it deserve.
· “And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame? My dear, then I will serve” If I do not know my creation, then who is going to be blamed. Of course he knows he deserves or not but he wants to encourage him by telling him that he knows him better than he feels and realizes. 
· “You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: So I did sit and eat” so he is accepted. 

Technicalities of the poem

· The setting: the other life after death. 
· So, the poem is religious. It is speaking about whether he is going to paradise or hell. He feels that he deserves paradise but still he has some sense is he going to be forgiving or not. This is what he is afraid of. 
· In the conversation between love and human being (the speaker), love here as we said, some says that he is Jesus Christ and some says God. 
· “taste my meat” this refers to the verse in the Bible when eat bread; as if Christ is giving himself as a sacrifice – his body and blood. The wine refers to the blood of the Christ and the meat or bread to his body. The sacrifice was for the redemption of all the Christians later. This is what the Christians understand and believe in. 
· So, when love invited the speaker to heat his meat; this means that Christ accepted this human being as one of his followers and the Christ will be as a sacrifice for that human being and his sins. So, he is accepted and he is forgiven. 
· So, they have this conflict between God and Christ; and the conflict is very clear when he says “Who made the eyes but I?”. Here he refers to God. 
· So, there is confusion because sometimes he refers to God and sometimes he refers to the Christ. So, love is a reference to both God and the Christ. 
· Love is described as being nice as when the human being confesses that he had made sins, love says you will be forgiven. In fact, when you started to admit between you and yourself that you make a mistake, then this is the beginning to be correct. بداية التصحيح هو الاعتراف بالخطأ. 
· So, here love is merciful, love is welcoming, love invites other and accept others, love open doors for others, and a good host who smiles, sweetly questioning other and not forcing others, so close to others and hold others hands, humble and ready to serve although he is a creator. 
· The poem is so simple. There is a lot of allusions here that make people remember the Bible. He is alluding to the Bible. For the Christians, these allusions will make it easy for them to get in the poem quickly. The allusions taken from the Bible such as “Guilty of dust and sin” and “taste my meat”. He was a priest and all his allusions were taken from the Bible. 
· So, Love symbolizes or resembles God and Christ – is also taken from the Bible. In the Bible, one of the names of the Christ is Love. 
· This poem is considered metaphysical because he is speaking beyond life. He is dealing with life after death with the relation with God. It deals with the physical (our body) with the relation to the soul and the soul drew back. The soul drew back, it is not my body, the body is dust and sinful. This idea is metaphysical. 
· Not necessarily all the metaphysical poetry deals with wired and strange images like John Donne, but the idea of the metaphysical poetry is what beyond the real life; what is beyond the physical, what is beyond the tangible. 
· Love is not only reflected in the title of the poem or the symbol only but also reflected in the theme and content of the poem. All the adjectives of the poem reflect love, caring, smiling, inviting, hosting and serving. 
· The poem is divided into three stanzas although there is no division in the thought of the poet. Why? The first stanza is an introduction, the second and third stanzas are the body and the observation, while the conclusion is the last line “So I did sit and eat”. 
· This poem is not a sonnet but it is a lyric short poem. 
· The theme: Love (God) is opening his doors to those who are ready. God is always inviting us as the Christ also invite. 
· Here he speaks after death, he believes that he deserves to go to heaven but still he is hesitant because as a mortal he still has some sins. When he admits and confesses his sins and feels how great God is and how he is being little himself, here he is ready to be accepted. 
· The form: there are long and short lines. This means that he is hesitant, he is coming back and forward and then at the end he got a conclusion. 
· The rhyme scheme: ABABCC ABABCC ABABCC. This reflects the pattern of the poem of question and answer, question and answer, and then conclusion. 
· Lets look at the CC: 

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,

If I lacked any thing.If I lacked any thing. echoes a version of Psalm 23, which begins: "The Lorde is my shepehearde: therfore can I lack nothing" (Psalms in the Version of the Great Bible, 1539)
· God have not let him enter directly but first asked him whether he lacks any thing or whether he wants to ask anything. You must show that you need me so I help you. 

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,

Who made the eyes but I?

· Then the reply. He is still hesitant. 

You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: compare Luke 12:37. "Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when he commeth, shall find watching: Verily, I say unto you, That he shall gird himself, and make them to sit downe to meat, and will come foorth and serve them." (Authorized Version, 1611) Compare also to the second stanza of Herbert's poem "Faith": "Hungry I was, and had no meat: / I did conceit a most delicious feast; / I had it straight, and did as truly eat, / As ever did a welcome guest."
So I did sit and eat.So I did sit and eat. compare Luke 12:37. "Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when he commeth, shall find watching: Verily, I say unto you, That he shall gird himself, and make them to sit downe to meat, and will come foorth and serve them." (Authorized Version, 1611) Compare also to the second stanza of Herbert's poem "Faith": "Hungry I was, and had no meat: / I did conceit a most delicious feast; / I had it straight, and did as truly eat, / As ever did a welcome guest."
· Then we have “eat” and “meat”. This is the whole poem. 

· So, here in fact, we want to deal with the form and the harmony between the form and the content. There are intervals between the long and short lines which express hesitation and questioning and answering. Hesitation is going forth and back. 
· The harmony is not only reflected in the length of the lines but also in the rhyme scheme. The rhyme scheme of all the stanzas is ABABCC. There is interchange as it is (ABAB) not (AABB) which also reinforces the idea of hesitation and the idea of questioning and answering. Then we have a (CC) which shows also that there is a harmony here as we have a conclusion at the end of each stanza. Looking at these concluding lines, we see that it summarizes the theme. It deals with questioning and then replying and then acceptance. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· We will just read the next poem and you will prepare it as a homework.
· When we speak about Herbert, we speak about the shape poems for example his poem “The Alter”. 

· George Herbert’s poetry is very simple in words. The images are very simple but he always connects the physical with the non physical. Always the concrete ideas take him to the abstract ideas. 
· Here the concrete is the Alter. The Alter is a long table in the church and they called it المذبح. Usually the priest stands in front of the Alter and he says his preach and البخور والماء. 
· This Alter for the Christians represents the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. It is also the place where the dead body is prepared to be buried. 
The Altar
A broken ALTAR, Lord thy servant rears,
Made of a heart, and cemented with teares: (as if alter is pieces and stick to each other by tears)
Whose parts are as thy hand did frame;
No workmans tool hath touch'd the same
A HEART alone
Is such a stone,
As nothing but
Thy pow'r doth cut.
Wherefore each part
Of my hard heart
Meets in this frame,
To praise thy Name:
That if I chance to hold my peace,
These stones to praise thee may not cease.
O let thy blessed SACRIFICE be mine,
And sanctifie this ALTAR to be thine.

· The shape of the Alter is like a table and imagines a body is sleeping on it.
· You have to look up the difficult words. Know what the capitalized words mean and how it makes the theme so clear.

· The poem is a lyric that is song in the church. 

· Look at not only the shape is like an Alter but also look at the length of the lines and how they differ and whether they mean anything. Why the shape resembles the Alter. 
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