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Fourth Year
Mrs. Dalloway
Plot, events and incidents aren't really of major importance in another novel like Mrs. Dalloway that depends on technical aspects of streams of consciousness technique as a way of narration. 
· The major themes in Mrs. Dalloway: 
Time and timelessness and the intersection of past and present and the importance of the past, communication, fear of death(relationship between death and life), sanity and insanity(it is important theme that show us the modern aspect in the novel itself and it is a good example to prove that the novel belongs to modern literature), homosexuality( it is minor theme), isolation which is related to the privacy of the soul and the lack of communication, independence, we do see her as example of the female figures and may be another more advanced version of the female figure is her daughter Elizabeth and also lady Bruton, love and marriage(love in the case of Clarissa and peter and marriage in the case of Clarissa and Richard, and Septimus and Lucrezia smith is a good example of special type of marriage). 

· Symbols

Look for symbols that indicate life like sea, fountains and water is very old symbol in literature but we do have some new symbols that indicate the creativeness of Virginia Woolf like Big bin that indicates time, the beautiful lady, the marching boys and the old woman singing an ancient song, also flowers and plants make an important symbols in the novel .
· We follow the plot:

Peter goes to the park to rest little bit before he goes to meet the lawyer then he sees Septimus and Rezia who were in the park because doctor advices Rezia to take septimus and make him think and focus on things outside himself, we do see the abnormal behavior of Septimus in the park and the suffering of Rezia, the two see each other Peter on one side, and Septimus and Rezia on the other side, and we see how Virginia Woolf links the two parallel plots in the story that of Septimus and the major one of Clarissa, so by peter who is in the part of the plot belonging to Clarissa meets Septimus and Rezia. 
We can see the real similarities between Septimus and Clarissa through their remembrances, their actions, their views on life, death, other people, love and beauty, when we look at those, we will see that there are similarities in their approaches though they seem different but as we said from the beginning even if Clarissa is open to life, she seems to represent happiness, Septimus represents the opposite case but still if you look really deeply you will see that she is also suffering, so there are some of that links that show us the similarities between the two characters. 
The beauty of the moment is one example, they both share the same attitude, they like to enjoy the beauty of the moment(she opens her door to go and get some flowers, she enjoys nature and also Septimus has his own way to enjoy nature), after the tragic experiences that Septimus has gone through, he seems to have lost the ability to feel. So, he marries Rezia but he doesn't seem to have in love for her, though he used to love another woman(his girlfriend) before going to war, he loved Shakespeare, Britain, and the empire and he thought that by going to war he is really fulfilling this love for the empire, Shakespeare and for his girl friend. He goes to war and he is really shocked by those experiences especially the death of his friend Evans and that experience left a very clear mark on him which is that he can't exchange love with people, he doesn't really have the normal feelings that the human being have or which he himself had before going to war.
Q:Do both have void feeling(no feelings)?

Clarissa has feelings, feelings of loneliness, emptiness and feelings of something that is troubling her, she used to be in love with Peter and she used to have some sort of feelings for Sally, she has feelings for her daughter, and she has feelings of jealousy for Miss Kilman. So, although Clarissa might seem to everybody she has feelings and she seems to be happy, but really if you think about it, if you look in the part where she reflects on things, her memories of the past, her comments on the situations that she sees a new feel that really if she doesn't like to invite Ellie Henderson to her party, if she doesn't sympathize with miss Kilman, so she also her own case of void of feelings. 
She is caring for certain people but not caring for other, for example Ellie Henderson, her relative, she doesn't want to invite her to the party, Richard who invites her and she feels upset that he has done because Ellie Henderson is really a poor woman, she is planning to make her party perfect, so the presence of Ellie Henderson might really ruin that because she feels that Ellie Henderson is not an interested person. So, such feelings or actually lack of feelings, she has feelings but they are positive feelings. 

If we talk about how both Clarissa and Septimus are joining together, how the contrast in the novel of sanity and insanity, life and death, happiness and misery are joining together. She discusses the theme of sanity and insanity through the character of insane person and makes that a social criticism against the conditions of the war, conditions of society and people after the war( we said the generation), commentary also on the system of government that doesn't give anything to people who have been loyal to their government and just left them to handle with their problems, she is blaming the government, the political system and the social system at the time of not caring for those insane people and may be taken part in making that situation.
Humanity lacks a sane person, this like void of feelings, if we compare Clarissa and Septimus and we say Septimus is the insane and Clarissa is the sane, we do see that sometimes Clarisse lacks humanity or feelings like the lack of sympathy for Miss Kilman who is working very hard to support her people, she starts to work just to collect enough money so that she can send to her people in Russia (this is communist system- what you have that not belong to you, to individual but it belongs to the whole society), she doesn't sympathize also with Ellie Henderson. So, it is like a contrast lack of humanity in a sane person and humanity in the insane person.

Q:How do we see humanity in the insane person ? 
He loves Shakespeare and his country, he has feelings though he thinks that he lost feelings after his tragic experiences but he still feels and we see this through his dialogues and his behaving, but he seems to deny these feelings because of the shock. 
Reversing the stereotype of insane and sane person(to put something different from the stereotype and to show us the humanity of an insane person)

The reference to war as social criticism, reflections of the war, its effect on the British society are inseparable from the main plot of the novel. Some say that Virginia Woolf in Mrs. Dalloway isn't really a novel about war, they ignore the references about war and the experiences of the war in Mrs. Dalloway. Another group of critics feel that the references to the war are integral to our understanding of Mrs. Dalloway , they are indirect relation to the theme of social criticism. And in my view they are also indirect relation to the state of Mollenhan, look at how people feel and how they are dealing with each other after the war, the war has affected them, has made them different.
We have another references to war, lady Bruton, she is the granddaughter of a general in the British army, so then she feels that she wants to do something about her society especially the political system,( remember she invites Richard to lunch but she isn't inviting ladies because she feels that ladies shouldn't be involved in the politics, and the wives of politicians hinder them from doing their duties, so this is her view. It is seemed that Virginia Woolf is criticizing lady Bruton for having this view.
Peter spooks concerning empire, the marching boys and Septimus' mental case, all those are related to the social commentary about war and the social structure of British society in the post war period. The novel takes place five years after the war but exists within shadow, it shows some of the effects of the war on the people, simple contemplations transform into social commentary, so (how did she give social commentary about war and about the British society in the war period ?) through certain contemplations of the characters, for example when Peter contemplates the marching boys and the uniformity(doing the same movement at the same time means like they are loyal to whatever establishment they belong to and they symbolize to be loyal to the empire. So, it is simple contemplation but it has social commentary. 

If we follow the plot, we see that lady Bruton invites Richard and Hugh Whitbread to lunch because she wants both of them help her in writing a letter, she writes about the emigration of young people to Canada, she writes to encourage people to do that. So, she involves in the politics.

We would like to have a look at the part of Clarisse's attitude towards parties, we have mentioned few references about these in the beginning, we have seen how she loves throwing parties, how Peter has been really critical about that, and how her husband Richard feels that he doesn't like parties but he wants to satisfy her so he allows her to do that, but both of them do have certain negative feelings towards her love of parties. 
" And people would say, “Clarissa Dalloway is spoilt.” She cared much more for her roses than for the Armenians. "

Armenians is reference, that Richard is going for a meeting, after the lunch he came bringing flowers to his wife and planned to say "I love you" but he couldn't, this is another example of inability to express emotions.(what made him do that?) I think the feeling of jealousy because while having lunch with lady Bruton he heard that Peter is back, his wife's former boyfriend is back. So, he goes for a meeting and tells her that he can't remember if it is about Armenians or Albanians, he is going to decide something important about a nation and doesn't remember what nation is that. There is a reference to Armenians. This reflects how people look after, the narrator says she cared much more for her roses than for the Armenians.

"She cared much more for her roses (the roses that Richard brought her)than for the Armenians. Hunted out of existence, maimed, frozen, the victims of cruelty and injustice (she had heard Richard say so over and over again)— no, she could feel nothing for the Albanians, or was it the Armenians? but she loved her roses (didn’t that help the Armenians?)— the only flowers she could bear to see cut. But Richard was already at the House of Commons; at his Committee, having settled all her difficulties. But no; alas, that was not true. He did not see the reasons against asking Ellie Henderson. She would do it, of course, as he wished it. Since he had brought the pillows(billow that the doctor has instructed Ellie to take it up and in the afternoon because she hasn't felt well) , she would lie down. . . . But — but — why did she suddenly feel, for no reason that she could discover, desperately unhappy? As a person who has dropped some grain of pearl or diamond into the grass and parts the tall blades very carefully, this way and that, and searches here and there vainly, and at last spies it there at the roots, so she went through one thing and another;"
This is a very good example of how the process of her thoughts is discussed here, she gives a very physical image, a metaphor for trying to think of different things by saying that if you has lost a pearl or a diamond in grass(what would you do?) you go and try to search for that pearl, you keep moving the place this side and that until you see it near the roots.
"no, it was not Sally Seton saying that Richard would never be in the Cabinet because he had a second-class brain (it came back to her); no, she did not mind that; nor was it to do with Elizabeth either and Doris Kilman;"

So, she is thinking of so many things at the same time and this is a very good example of thoughts process and stream of consciousness that Woolf is putting here.
"Since she was lying on the sofa, cloistered, exempt, the presence of this thing which she felt to be so obvious became physically existent; with robes of sound from the street, sunny, with hot breath, whispering, blowing out the blinds. But suppose Peter said to her, “Yes, yes, but your parties — what’s the sense of your parties?” all she could say was (and nobody could be expected to understand):(she understands that people don't understand why she is loving giving parties) ( They’re an offering(gift- she feels that her parties are a gift to the world); which sounded horribly vague. But who was Peter to make out that life was all plain sailing?— Peter always in love, always in love with the wrong woman? What’s your love? she might say to him. And she knew his answer; how it is the most important thing in the world and no woman possibly understood it".
She is thinking of peter, she is thinking of how people react to her love of parties.
"But to go deeper, beneath what people said (and these judgements, how superficial, how fragmentary they are!) in her own mind now, what did it mean to her, this thing she called life? Oh, it was very queer. Here was So-and-so in South Kensington; some one up in Bayswater; and somebody else, say, in Mayfair. And she felt quite continuously a sense of their existence; and she felt what a waste; and she felt what a pity; and she felt if only they could be brought together; so she did it(bringing people together in her parties). And it was an offering; to combine, to create; but to whom?"
As if between her and herself, she is even arguing, she wants people to be together and makes them happy, she feels that this is her gift to the world. These details are related to the theme of communication. This is part of her reflections.

She comments on Miss Kilman, we can see in this part how she really has antagonistic feelings towards Miss Kilman, she doesn't appreciate what she does as we said by saving money to send to her people back to Russia, she doesn't like the fact that she is with her daughter all time and she influences her daughter. This indicates to the theme of oppression like trying to control other people, so for Clarisse she sees Miss Kilman as oppressor because she tries to influence Elizabeth, she tries to influence Clarisse herself by depriving her of her daughter and of her happiness, making her feels that she is wrong, she doesn't like this feelings that Miss Kilman gives her.
The theme of youth, we mentioned this theme when we talked about Peter, though he is at the same age of Clarissa, he feels that he is still young. Elizabeth represents youth, some imagery of plants, trees and flowers are used in order to indicate how everybody looks at Elizabeth as representing you, she is young, only eighteen. 

The theme of time, England as a society and civilization pass by Clarisse and Peter, he still is incapable of speaking of the past, the fact that he still feels that he is young, he is living in his past, (what he did in the past?), his relationship with Clarissa is influencing him at present, he can't rid of his past. The past and the language that is used to express about the past like symbols and images. the intersection of time and timelessness, he looks at London and he notices how it has changed from his last visit, then he starts to reflect the past and how was London before and the present, and all what had happened to him before and what is happening to him now are mixed together.   
The party, Ellie Henderson goes to the party and at the same time the prime minister goes to the party, this indicates the social class, the lowest and the highest according to the British standards, people are disappointed not to see the prime minister but to see how he was dressed and how he was behaving. They were thinking highly of the prime minister, the prime minister is really representing the British empire or the British government which disappointed people. So it reflects some sort of people disappointment in the government itself.
 Sally is now Mrs. Rosseter, she is the mother of five boys, Clarissa notes that she is really grown up, she is getting old but she is still the favorite of everybody, peter set with her and they talked about the past and they show how they had evaluated each other and looked at each other in the past. 

Sir Williams Bradshaw and his wife arrived late because of Septimus's suicide, they have to handle it because he is a doctor. (how did septimus commit suicide?), the doctor was coming because the doctor said he has to be taken away and he didn't want to go away, when he sees the doctor in the house he knows that the doctor is going to take him a way, he feels that the doctor is really a representation of evil because he wants to enforce him to do what he doesn’t want to do, so he feels that he has to put an end to his life so that he wouldn't really give his life to those people to control it. He throws himself of the window and falls and dies. 

When Clarissa hears of Septimus' suicide, she is greatly sad, does she know Septimus, does she meet him before?. Now we can see the relationship between the two that Woolf wants to make, when she hears that he has died, she feels as if her body was on falme, was burning on fire, she can't control herself so she leaves the party and goes to her rooms and there she starts to cry and to reflect on what has happened. Critics see septimus's suicide as some sort of sacrifice, it was Clarissa who was thinking of death, who was sick, who was unhappy and having problems, so it was said Virginia Woolf wanted her to commit suicide at the end in her original plan of the novel, but she thought it would be too hard, so she brought the character of Septimus and made him to commit suicide, he is insane, and he is depressed. So, as if Septimus' suicide is some sort of sacrifice. So that Clarissa would be set free of her wish to die, of her thought of putting an end to herself, her feelings of misery. After being in these stage of feelings that she was in fire, she goes back to the party feeling happy and relieved because she has got rid of those troubles and negative feelings that were troubling her from the beginning of the novel. So that is why some critics say that Septimus as a Christ figure and he sacrifices of his life, so he had to sacrifice himself so Clarissa would be free from her misery, from her feelings about death and from her troubles. 
                 End …
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